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1- Irrigation : Controversies and Facts
When considering the past and current treatment concepts and modalities in Endodontic, it is striking to notice that there is no general agreement regarding most of the clinical phases of the root canal treatment. And irrigation is no exception ! What is the best solution to be used, what is the right concentration of sodium hypochlorite, do we have to heat it, do we have to combine solutions, can we clean the apical third and remove smear layer in this area ? Hundred of studies have made to assess the chemical properties and efficiency of various irrigating solutions, but what would be the value of the most powerful product if it is unable to penetrate and be exchanged inside the whole root canal system ? Over the last 20 years, a serie of investigations have been conducted by our group to assess the dynamics ( penetration and exchange) of irrigation inside the root canal, differentiating « passive »( delivery with the syringe) and «  active » ( displacement and agitation) irrigation. The overall results will be presented along with the current options available to activate irrigants and disrupt biofilms.

2- Orthograde Retreatment of Endodontic Failures : 

Worldwide, the  prevalence of inadequate endodontic treatments is very hight. For this reason, there is a substantial need in retreatment to prevent or to treat endodontic failures.


The main objective of retreatment is to improve the previous treatment but it is a specific and complex procedure so that, many practitionners are reluctant to do it. In the last ten years, scientific information has accumulated in the field, clinical strategies have been codified and new tools and materials have been introduced. Therefore, therapeutic capabilities are larger, more predictable and many teeth, that in the past would have been lost, can be treated, maintained on the arch and regain a normal function.

This presentation will address the current knowledge and clinical  procedures to fullfill this goal

